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Resume

The twentieth century was multiform, loaded, active and exerted. The
highest point of activity was reached in every sphere of human activities,
politics, science, art. I'm going to speak about the art and especially the theatre.
Theatre activities were spread all over the Earth. Little theatre troupes attracted
attention. Some of these troupes created valuable performances, others — not.
Esthetical revolution happened in the theatre. Spectators didn’t like accepted
naturalism and realism. They wished new forms. In symbolism these new forms
were seen.

In this century oriental culture was rediscovered. Artists, musicans, actors,
directors interested in unknown technique, outlook, philosophy.

One of the first innovator theatre director was Antoine Artaud. He
idealized oriental dramatic art. He was a reformer of French theatre. He
abolished old dramatic forms. He returned conditionality to the theatre. Antoine
Artaud studied oriental theatrical forms and used them in his theatrical
esthetics. He was inspired by Balinese dance and dancers. In the art of
Balinese dancers he saw his own ideal of theatre. Antoine Artaud created
Theatre of Cruelty. This theatre had no connection with violence. This theatre
paid attantion to famous tragic themes, well-known culprits. A. Artaud wished to
return the theatre to it’s inception, rites, mysteries. He studied primitive cultures
and rites. A. Artaud’s theories are more important, than his practice. His
theories inspired subsequent directors. A. Artaud didn’t leave ready recipes of
performance making. His followers interpreted his ideas.

Peter Brook also was inspired by A. Artaud. P. Brook also studied
primitive performances in Africa. He tried to integrate them in his performances.
He also tried to abolish language barrier. In the performance “Orghast”, he
specialy created new language. He tried to use well-known archetypes in
performances. He began studing theatrical techniques. He worked on classic
and modern drama at the same time. P. Brook connected oriental and western
theatrical techniques in “Mahabkharata”.

Jerzy Grotowski went far in returning theatre to rites. His performances

were like on iniciation rites. He trained his actors with oriental techniques. He
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wished his actors be as flexible, delicate and plastic as eastern ones. J.
Grotowski created system of exercises. Also he organized trainings and
workshops. Students, teachers, juranlists took a part in it. Participants sank in
their mind. They were searching what they wanted from life. J. Grotowski
transformed the theatre in antropological study of human. He created Poor
Theatre. He denied visual effects. In his theatrical asethetics he left only two
essential elements, actor and spectator. Without these theatre can’t exist.

J. Grotowski admited Eugenio Barba as his real disciple. E. Barba
continued antropological studies. He created theatre antropology. Theatre
antropology studies human’s conduct in some kind organized situations. He
also studied Kathakali theatre. He created concept of Eurasian Theatre.

These four directors created absolutely new theatre aesthetics. They
turned theatre in 180° grade. We must know their art to understand nowadays
theatre.
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