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RAZMADZE,G.

TRILOGY OF TENGIZ ABULADZE

Summary

The purpose of named master’s thesis is the research of the trilogy of Tengiz Abuladze,
which was conducted in various directions. Besides the art analyses, the thesis contains
new discourses created by viewing above mentioned trilogy with different angles. We
have researched the creative work of an important director in Georgia’s cinematography,
in the historic context of “restructuring” (“perestroika”) and “openness” (“glasnost”) and
tried to define the role of “Repentance” in this process.

As a result of our work, I separated the most important aspects of this movie, which
allowed me to assume that existing opinion about “Repentance” — as if the consideration
of Stalinian past was begun with this movie — is false and irrelevant. In order to affirm
this thesis, besides stating the opinions of various authors, the innovative method for the
theoretical research of a cinema is also included in this work. To prove my thesis
connected with “Repentance”, I have brought the latest and the most authoritative
sociological researches, which clearly present the evaluation-reevaluation indicators, the
essence and reality of a past in the post communist society.

I have examined almost every article and review that was written about the trilogy of a
director. Among those, some unique materials are described in the thesis, materials that
have been less known for a wide range of a society. This mainly concerns the archive
located in Moscow, which includes “SovietInformCinema” documents, where one can
find the official scheme of propaganda created by the Soviet government for the
“Repentance”, etc.

As a result of the research I have expressed a new opinion and assumed that the movies

“The Wishing Tree”, “The Plea” (AKA “Vedreba”) and “Repentance” don’t respond to the



challenges posed by their authors as well as by some of the critics. The thesis denies the
idea that above mentioned trilogy was able to pass the essence and nature of a
generalized concept of evil and kindness. In my opinion, trilogy, which lacks the
principle of artistic and conceptual entity, passed a surfactual and exogenic message,
lacking the artistic generalization and depth, in society.

On the example of a trilogy of Tengiz Abuladze, the thesis also studies the general
problems of Georgian cinematography, such as: theatricality, conditionality, mistrust
towards the reality and overdose of metaphors, which is created by so called “Aesopian
language” or, specifically, in the case of Abuladze, by the allegoric style of narration.

While viewing Abuladze’s creative work in the prospect of Georgian cinematography, I
also emphasize his, as national cinematographic school-representative’s special role. We
examined director’s handwriting, manner of narration and style. On this base, I assume
that Abuladze was able to create one of the most special and distinctly original
precedents of cinematography. The international recognitions he received, makes the
author of the trilogy, especially important person in the Georgian cinematographic
history.

The appearance of new circumstances and accents shows, that nevertheless the
aformentioned trilogy is the bearer of range of cinematographic weaknesses, its
importance on the background of history and national cinematography is huge.

The purpose of this master’s thesis is to study, reevaluate and evaluate the stage event of
Georgian cinema, the creative work of one of the most successful Georgian directors. At
the same time, I will attempt to inculcate new directions and modern world’s scientific

experience upon the methods of research in the field of Georgian cinematography.
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