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Lasha Chkhartishvili
Idea and Ways of Striving for Freedom in Georgian Contemporary Theatre
Abstract

Kaywords: Data Tavadze, Royal Discreet Theatre, Contemporary
Georgian Theatre

Severe political and social problems of the 20" century received a response
by the Georgian Theatre with a slight delay, however, still in the 90-ies. It turned
out that at the end of the second decade of the 21* century the problems that were
important in the 90-ies of the last century are still unresolved. In the art of new
generation stage directors who emerged right in the period when Georgia was
overwhelmed with wars and decomposed state institutions, distanced themselves
from time and reflected important themes anew. These themes have not yet lost
their importance now.

Directors born after the independence of Georgia in 1991 reflect the legacy
of the previous century and analyze the results that touched their lives. The war,
the epoch and city that they inherited, turned into a trauma.

Scars of wars are seen in Royal District Theatre’s production ,,Women of
Troy*“ staged by Data Tavadze in 2013. David Gabunia worked on the text;
hence, it is not a new edition of Euripides ,,Women of Troy“. A group of authors
created a completely new text based on documentary materials and memories of
women that lived through the war.

In 2016 the same artistic group performed ,Prometheus / 25 Years of
Independence” in the same Theatre. The show was dedicated to the 25"
anniversary of the independence of Georgia. A joint play-survey by Data
Tavadze and David Gabunia — ,,Prometheus / 25 years of Independence” is a
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performance based on the fragments, memories and overtones of the 25-year
history of Georgia's independence. Along with documentary material and fiction
the performance makes a whole chain of extraordinary images. This show, like
»Women of Troy“, is based on real accounts and narratives of actors, who are of
the same age with Georgia’s independence. Their biography is the history of the
independent Georgia. The young actors of the Royal District Theatre tell about
important details of their lives as well as the biography of the society. The two are
closely intertwined.
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